PEAGMATISM

now conform to the necessities of our thoughts, why
should they so comport themselves for ever ?

Let uss therefore, try a compromise, which
ignores neither that which we bring to experience
(like empiricism), nor that which we gain from
experience (like apriorism). This compromise is
effected by the doctrine of postulation. For though
a postulate proceeds from us, and is meant to guide
thought in anticipating facts, it yet allows the facts
to test and mould it; so that its working modifies,
expands, or restricts its demands, and fits it to meet
the exigencies of experience, and permits, also, a
certain reinterpretation of the previous * facts' in
order to conform them to the postulate.

A postulate thus fully meets the demands of
apriorism. It is * universal' in claim, because it
is convenient and economical to make a rule carry
as far as it will go ; and it is 'necessary/ because
all fresh facts are on principle subjected to it, in
the hope that they will support and illustrate it.
Yet a postulate can never be accused of being a
mere sophistication, or a bar to the progress of
knowledge, because it is always willing to submit
to verification in the course of fresh experience,
and can always be reconstructed or abandoned,
should it cease to edify. A long and successful
course of service raises a postulate to the dignity of
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